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Auburn Parks, Arts & Recretion 
launced virtual recreation - 
website, eblasts & social media 
content
Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation helpedd the community stay active 
and engaged during the COVID-19 pandemic.  A new Virtual Recreation 
website was jam-packed full of great workouts, creative craft projects, 
community engagement options and more!

Best of all? The website was (and still is) continually updated with new 
workout options, fun craft ideas and exciting programs!

In addition to the website, Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation sent 
(and sends) an e-newsletter to highlight virtual offerings, which 
includes links to workouts, children’s activities, current community 
engagement options, senior programs and more. 

take a look
 at virtual recreation!

auburnwa.gov/VirtualRec
For a full list of activities, check us out! 

Don’t forget to subscribe to the e-newsletter and follow Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation on Facebook and Instagram.

Don’t miss out!
Follow Auburn Parks, Arts & 
Recreation on Facebook! Keep up 
with the current times, catch the 
great videos, park tips, hands-on craft 
ideas, and so much more. 

@AuburnParksArtsRecreation

recreation
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http://auburnwa.gov/VirtualRec
https://www.facebook.com/AuburnParksArtsRecreation


In-person, socially-dis-
tanced and fun summer 
camps were held in 2020. 
Nearly 400 campers 
participated over the 
course of 8 weeks 
of camp. Camps 
offered included 
Day Camps, Lego 
Camps, Skyhawks 
Sports Camps, Ten-
nis Camps, Museum 
Camps, Teen Camps and 
Theater Camps. 

summer 
camps
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specialized 
recreation

Specialized Recreation Programs 
transitioned to virtual and 
distanced programming in 2020. 
Activity packets were mailed to 
participants and included update 
letters, resources, and various 
activity sheets. A Virtual Track 
and Field Meet, a Cyber Cycling 
Competition, an At-Home Home 
Run Derby, and a distanced bowl-
ing league were offered as well 
as some inclusive fitness options 
such as the Walk ‘N’ Roll Event.  
In-person, drive up, and to-go 
events were added as restrictions 
eased including a Bored Walk 
Scavenger Hunt, a Pop-Up Pump-
kin Patch, and a Family Christmas 
Event. We stayed connected with 
participants, families, caregivers, 
and staff by creatively provid-
ing opportunities that kept our 
community active, healthy, and 
involved.
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As Department of Health guidelines allowed in-person 
activities, fitness classes and open-gym pickleball were held 

in the gymnasium at Les Gove Park. Extra steps were taken to  
ensure participant health. Participation was strong with many 
people eager to return to their in-person activities and classes.

Auburn Community Fitness Memberships 
moved to a virtual format, offering 13 classes 

a week via Zoom.  Virtual Fitness aims to 
maintain the community feel that is available 

during live classes. Members can continue 
their fitness activities remotely while 

also enjoying the camaraderie and 
encouragement from their peers.  

fitness
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The Senior Activity Center modified operations in 2020 to engage and support 
seniors in the community focusing on safety, food, and assisting with social 
isolation. Monday-Friday hot meals transitioned to drive-thru options and 
delivery though a partnership with Hyde Shuttle. Monthly in-person events 
moved to fun and festive drive-through events. Support services moved on-
line with weekly games, fitness options, an online newsletter, and support 
groups. Outreach phone calls were made to ensure isolated Seniors get the 
assistance they need. Funding from the King County Veterans, Seniors, and 
Human Services Levy continue to connect seniors to resource navigators who 
can help with services that can improve quality of life. 

seniors
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special 
events

While several COVID-related 
modifications had to be made, 
the Auburn Farmers Market had a 
successful season. The Maret hosted 
40 unique vendors during the 16-
week season, with a total of 17,249 
customers  and $255,301 in vendor 
sales. Market vendors donated 
4,679 pounds of fresh produce to 
the Auburn Food Bank. 

Large scale special events were mod-
ified in 2020. A virtual Dog Trot 3K/5K 
Fun Run was held in September with 
317 registrants. The Veterans Parade 
was transitioned to a Salute to Veter-
ans Celebration featuring a Veterans 
Vehicle Procession along a 3-mile 
route through Auburn, a Sweet Treats 
for Vets drive-thru event, and several 
other virtual celebrations. The Santa 
Parade transitioned into Jolly Holiday 
Lane, a lighted drive-thru event at 
Les Gove Park that hosted over 3,000 
spectators. Additional holiday activi-
ties included a Virtual Santa Visit and a 
virtual Gingerbread Contest. 12 13YEAR IN REVIEW 2020



The Auburn Mask-erpieces 
project donned colorful 
fabric masks on many 
pieces of public art from 
the City’s collection. 
Images of the masked 
artworks were shared on 
social media and 
community members 
were invited to share 
pictures of their own 
masks as a form of 
creative expression during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Sculptures that received masks as a part of the project 
included: “Children Playing Train at the Switch” by 
Richard Beyer, “Threshold” by Phillip Levine, “The Long 
Look” by Brad Rude, “Strawberry Calf” by Michael Mc-
Laughlin, “Running Figures” by Paul Sorey, and “Crow 
With Fries” by Peter Reiquam.

Final designs for Auburn’s Arts & Culture Center were completed in 2020 and the 
project is set to be bid in early 2021. Auburn’s Mary Olson Farm was illuminated 
during 2020 thanks to Artist in Residence Mollie Bryan, also known as MOKEDO. 
The Auburn Avenue Theater conducted a variety of youth acting classes as well as 
some virtual talent shows, including the Hunker Down from Home Talent Show 
and Best of the Northwest Tribute Band Quarantine Contest.

arts
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The Auburn Arts Alley, located 
between the soon-to-be Arts & 
Culture Center and the Auburn 
Ave Theater started taking shape 
in 2020. A new cast concrete sitting 
wall was created with artist Kathleen Fruge Brown, who designed and 
crafted a series of beautiful mosaics and inlaid text for the wall, in collaboration 
with Gail White Eagle from the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. Artist Will Schlough 
painted an intriguing artist-studio-inspired mural on the Auburn Theater wall, 
complete with giant realistic paint tubes and brushes spanning the alleyway wall.
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white river 
valley museum 
& mary olson 
farm

wrvmuseum

wrvmuseum

GET
SOCIAL

WITH US!
wrvmuseum.org

The White River Valley 
Museum created the online 
exhibit, #SquadGoals, in cel-
ebration of the centennial of 
Women’s Suffrage. They also hosted lots 
of virtual programs and created virtual 
resources. Virtual fieldtrip videos were 
produced for both the Museum and 
Farm. Socially distanced summer camps 
were hosted. The Museum also started 
an initiative called Memory Box 2020 to 
collect stories, images and more from 
Auburn residents that symbolize this 
crazy year that was 2020. 18 19YEAR IN REVIEW 2020



Major Park projects in 2020 
included the following: 
• Worked with Berger Partnership 

to update Jacobsen Tree Farm 
Park Master Plan.

• Worked with Droll Landscape 
Architects on the 104th Ave 
Green River Park design. The 
park will be built in 2021. 

• Awarded $125,000 grant to 
construct pump track and 
mountain bike skills course at 
Cedar Lanes Park. The park will 
be built in 2021.

• Completed ball field lighting 
project at Game Farm 4.

• Partnered with Mid Sound Fish-
eries Enhancement group for 

ongoing habitat improve-
ments and maintenance 
along the Green River at 
Fenster Nature Park, 

Isaac Evans Park & 
Dykstra Park. park 

planning

Auburn’s newest park, 
Lewis Lake Nature 
Park, was completed 
in 2020 and named 
in honor of former 
Mayor Peter B. Lewis. 
Cornerstone 
Construction worked 
on the project, along 
with assistance 
from the Parks 
Maintenance crew 
and volunteer efforts 
from the Auburn Noon 
Lions Club. The Park 
is located on the West 
Hill of Auburn.

Jacobsen Tree Farm Park 

104th Ave Green River Park

Pump Track 
Bike Course at 

Cedar Lanes Park
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park
maintenance

Park Maintenance projects in 2020 included: : 
• Two parks in the Lakeland Hills were officially 

named, Edgeview Park and Evergreen Park. 
• A new aerator anchor was installed in Mill Pond.
• Sport courts were cleaned at Game Farm, Scootie 

Brown, and Shaughnessy.
• Staff spread 105 cubic yards of fibar at the Cedar 

Lanes Park playground. 
• The Veterans Memorial monument was repaired 

and repainted.
• Pickleball lines were overlaid onto the tennis courts 

at Game Farm Park.
• The Dykstra Bridge was repaired.
• Auburn’s Smoke-Free Parks policy took effect in 

mid-2020. Park rules signs were updated and new 
Breathe Easy signs were installed at parks. 
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auburn golf 
course

The Auburn Golf Course was exceptionally 
busy in 2020 as people sought safe, 

outdoor activities. This resulted in an 
additional $100,000 in revenue over 

projected estimates. The course boasts 
750 Club members, one of the largest in 

the State. Course maintenance continues 
to be a major focus. A new Planet Air 

aerification machine is aiding root growth 
on the greens and the course continues 

its sanding program, having added 1,000 
tons of sand to the course to promote 

playability year-round. The course 
celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2020 
and was rated one of the top courses in 

Washington by Golf Advisor. 
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A 2” asphalt overlay was completed on almost 
2 miles of failing roadway at Mountain View 

Cemetery. New concrete sidewalks around 
the cemetery office were installed and  new 

concrete pads for waste receptacles were added 
throughout cemetery . Additionally, 63 new 

cremation plots were added to the ForestWalk 
Cremation Garden.  

mountain
view 
cemetery
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